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Public  Health  Department, 
96,  High  Street, 

BILLERICAY. 
11th  October,  1956. 

To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Urban  District  Council  of  Basildon. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1955. 
During  the  year  the  continued  development  of  the  District  was  reflected 
in  an  increase  of  over  5,000  in  the  population.  The  births  and  deaths 
showed  only  marginal  variations  from  the  preceding  year,  and  other 
vital  statistics  showed  no  significant  alteration  and  conform  with  the 
figures  for  the  country  as  a whole. 


Infectious  disease  notifications  showed  a considerable  increase 
in  measles  cases  and  considerable  decrease  in  whooping  cough  cases. 
Other  notifiable  diseases  remained  at  a low  level. 


The  most  important  work  carried  out  during  the  year  was  the 
survey  of  the  district  in  connection  with  the  preparation  of  an  estimate 
of  the  number  of  dwellings  unfit  for  human  habitation  and  a five  year 
scheme  has  been  approved  for  dealing  with  these  properties. 


I have  pleasure  in  acknowledging  the  help  which  I have  continued 
to  receive  from  the  Members  of  the  Council,  from  the  Chief  Public 
Health  Inspector  and  indeed  from  all  other  officers. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 


Patrick  X.  O’Dwyer. 
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SECTION  A 

STATISTICS  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  AREA 


Area  in  Acres  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 27,020 

Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  the  Home  population  . . 54,270 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  at  31st  December,  1955, 

according  to  Rate  Books  . . . . . . . . 18,480 

Rateable  Value  at  31st  December,  1955  . . . . . . ^^3 19,925 

Sum  represented  by  a penny  rate  at  31st  December,  1955 

(estimated)  ;fl,210 

Vital  Statistics 

Live  Births  Total  Male  Female 

Legitimate  ..  ..  ..  ..  1,016  549  467 

Illegitimate  . . . . 31  16  15 

Total  Birth  Rate,  Legitimate  and  Illegitimate, 

per  1,000  of  the  estimated  population  . . Crude  Rate  *19.29 

Adjusted  Rate  20.4 

Still  Births 

Still  Birth  Rate  per  1,000  live  and  still  births  (Male  12, 

Female  10)  . . . . . . . . . . . . 20.5 


Deaths  Total  Male  Female 

Total  number  of  deaths  . . . . 615  295  320 


Death  Rate  per  1 ,000  of  the  estimated  popula- 
tion ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  Crude  Rate  *11.3 

Adjusted  Rate  9.2 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  — — — 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  1 year  of  age 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  (Male  18,  Female  8)  24.8 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

(Male  17,  Female  8)  . . . . . . . . . . 24.0 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births 

(Male  1)  32.2 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  4 weeks  of  age 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  (Male  17,  Female  4)  . . 20.0 

Legitimate  infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births 

(Male  17,  Female  4)  . . . . . . . . . . 20.6 

Illegitimate  infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  . . Nil 


Deaths  from  certain  Diseases 
Mahgnant  neoplasm 
Measles 

Whooping  cough  . . 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

Deaths  from  Violent  Causes 

There  were  thirty-one  deaths  of  this  nature  of  which  nine  were 
the  result  of  motor  vehicle  accidents  and  eight  were  classified  as  suicides. 

*COMPARABILITY  FACTORS  : 

Births  . . 1.06 

Deaths  . . 0.82 


Total  Male  Female 
91  41  50 

1 — 1 
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Statistics 

The  population  has  shown  an  official  increase  of  approximately 
five  thousand,  the  estimated  mid-year  population  being  54,270.  The 
local  estimate  of  population  at  May,  1955  was  59,000. 

The  birth  rate  was  19.29  per  thousand  of  the  population.  This 
was  .71  lower  than  the  previous  year  but  appreciably  above  the  National 
average.  The  death  rate  showed  a slight  increase  to  11.3.  There 
was  also  an  increase  in  the  infant  mortahty  rate  to  24.8  compared  with 
16  in  1954,  the  National  average  being  24.9,  the  lowest  ever  recorded 
in  this  country. 

The  local  statistics  compare  favourably  with  the  National  figures. 


SECTION  B 

GENERAL  PROVISION  OF  HEALTH  SERVICES 
FOR  THE  AREA 

The  information  given  in  last  year’s  Report  requires  no  amendment 
other  than  to  note  that  four  more  general  medical  practitioners  now 
five  and  practise  in  the  district. 

National  Assistance  Act,  1948 

A number  of  investigations  were  carried  out  where  it  was  thought 
that  some  of  our  residents  might  need  special  care  and  attention,  but 
compulsory  removal  to  an  institution  was  not  resorted  to  in  any  of 
these  cases. 

One  burial  was  arranged  by  the  department  under  Section  50  of 
the  Act. 


SECTION  C 

SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  AREA 
Water  Supplies 

During  the  year  the  water  supply  of  the  district  was  improved 
due  to  the  extension  of  mains  under  the  Council’s  Water  Scheme  and 
the  development  of  the  new  town  of  Basildon.  The  area  is  supplied 
by  water  from  the  Southend  Waterworks  Company  and  the  South 
Essex  Waterworks  Company.  Both  Companies  take  regular  samples 
of  the  water  and  no  serious  complaints  have  been  received  from  con- 
sumers as  to  the  quality  of  water  supplied.  The  Southend  Waterworks 
Company  draw  some  of  their  supply  from  local  wells  and  fortnightly 
analyses  by  the  Company’s  Chemist  showed  the  water  to  be  of  high 
organic  purity  and  excellent  bacterial  quality.  The  South  Essex 
Waterworks  Company  made  over  3,900  chemical  bacteriological  and 
biological  examinations  of  their  supply  during  the  year.  The  water 
supplied  by  both  Companies  is  not  plumbo  solvent. 
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In  the  area  supplied  by  the  Southend  Waterworks  Company  mains 
were  extended  as  follows  ; 


Miles 

Yards 

3"  diameter 

4 

137 

4"  diameter 

7 

1,476 

6"  diameter 

2 

575 

9"  diameter 

1 

832 

Total  ..  15  1,260 


No  extension  to  mains  were  carried  out  in  the  old  Parish  of  Langdon 
Hills,  which  is  under  the  control  of  the  Urban  District  Council,  the 
water  being  supplied  in  bulk  by  the  South  Essex  Waterworks  Company. 

At  the  end  of  1955  the  number  of  dwellinghouses  provided  with 
a piped  supply  was  as  under  : 

By  Southend  Waterworks  Company  16,053 
Langdon  Hills  Area  . . . . . 856 


Total  . . . . 16,909 


Much  has  yet  to  be  done  to  improve  the  water  supply  of  the  district 
and  it  is  the  Council’s  policy  to  ensure  that  a main  supply  is  available 
to  all  occupied  premises.  Where  it  is  uneconomical  to  lay  mains  the 
Council  have  erected  standpipes  in  such  positions  as  to  be  reasonably 
accessible  to  householders.  At  the  end  of  the  year  72  standpipes  were 
in  use,  8 having  been  erected  during  the  period  under  review. 

It  is  hoped  that  the  Council’s  Second  Water  Scheme  will  soon  be 
put  in  hand  which  will  provide  for  a piped  supply  to  further  properties 
and  an  increase  in  the  number  of  standpipes  for  the  use  of  persons 
whose  premises  unfortunately  will  not  be  on  the  line  of  a main  supply. 

The  rainfall  during  the  year  as  measured  at  the  water  tower  in 
Billericay  was  24.25  ins.  A very  dry  spell  during  July  and  August 
necessitated  the  delivery  of  water  to  a number  of  properties  and  this 
involved  the  delivery  of  163,400  gallons  representing  407  deliveries. 

In  two  cases  the  supply  of  water  from  underground  rainwater 
storage  tanks  were  found  to  be  unsatisfactory.  In  one  case  it  was 
found  that  the  water  was  contaminated  by  the  overflow  of  the  nearby 
River  Crouch,  the  well  was  pumped  out  and  a fresh  supply  of  water 
provided.  In  the  second  case  the  nuisance  was  abated  by  connecting 
the  premises  to  the  water  main. 


Nuisances 

The  areas  in  which  unmade  roads  exist  and  sewers  are  not  available 
were  the  areas  in  which  nuisances  occurred.  The  old  problem  of 
pollution  of  ditches  by  sink  and  waste  water  still  existed  although  not 
to  the  same  degree  as  in  the  previous  year.  Many  complaints  were 
received  concerning  the  pollution  of  ditches  in  the  Stock  Road  and 
Perry  Street  area  of  Billericay.  During  the  very  hot  weather  the 
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ditches  were  offensive  and  were  flushed  out  on  several  occasions.  It 
is  hoped  that  the  Buttsbury  High  Level  Sewerage  Scheme  will  not  be 
delayed  much  longer  as  complaints  received  from  this  area  over  the 
past  20  years  have  been  very  numerous.  Unfortunately,  abatement 
is  secured  only  for  a time  and  then  recurs. 

The  Council  have  provided  communal  refuse  bins  at  the  ends  of 
unmade  roads  for  the  use  of  residents  in  roadways  where  door  to  door 
refuse  collection  by  vehicles  is  impracticable.  Unfortunately,  some  of 
the  residents  do  not  make  use  of  the  bins  as  intended,  but  scatter  the 
refuse  on  the  ground  near  the  bins.  Despite  efforts  to  stop  this  kind 
of  nuisance,  it  still  continues  although  to  a lesser  degree. 

The  nuisances  caused  by  overflowing  cesspools  were  minimized 
owing  to  the  increased  use  of  the  Council’s  cesspool  emptying  service, 
and  during  the  year  a total  of  754  cesspools  were  the  subject  of  cesspool 
cleansing  agreements;  1,313  cesspools  were  cleansed  involving  the 
collection  and  disposal  of  over  1|  million  gallons  of  sewage.  Owing 
to  the  pressure  of  work  the  Engineer  and  Surveyor  found  it  necessary 
to  hire  a private  machine  during  the  months  of  June,  July  and  December. 


Drainage  and  Sewerage 

The  Council  continued  with  their  policy  of  extending  the  sewerage 
system  in  the  area  and  during  the  year  great  progress  was  made  with 
Subsidiary  Sewerage  Scheme  No,  III,  sewers  being  laid  in  : 


Billericay 

Belle  Vue  Road 
The  Avenue 

Laindon 

Denbigh  Road 
Noak  Hill  Road 

Margeth  Road 
St.  Agnes  Road 

Pitsea 

Burns  Avenue 

Wickford 

London  Road  (part) 
Belmont  Avenue 
Castledon  Road  (part) 
Friern  Gardens 
Elder  Avenue 

In  addition  to  the  above,  a relief  sewer  was  constructed  in  Wickford, 
together  with  a new  pumping  station,  in  order  to  cope  with  the  additional 
flow  from  the  new  development  which  is  taking  place  in  this  part  of 
the  Urban  District. 

On  several  privately  developed  estates  where  main  sewers  are 
not  available,  the  Council  have  encouraged  the  Developers  to  construct 
sewage  disposal  installations  by  agreeing  to  take  over  and  maintain 
such  works  until  they  can  be  superseded  by  main  drainage. 

Owing  to  the  high  cost  of  labour  and  materials  it  has  been  difficult 
for  the  Council’s  officers  to  get  the  owners  of  premises  to  connect  to 
newly  laid  sewers.  The  Council  continued  the  scheme  of  loaning  money 
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for  connections  to-  be-  made-  but  despite  this  the  response  was  not  so 
good  as  was  hoped.  During  the  year  connections  were  made  as  follows  : 


New  Properties 

Private  Development 

Basildon  Development  Corporation 

Basildon  Urban  District  Council  . . 

Old  Properties 


609 

1,265 

227 


2,101 

155 


2,256 


Public  Cleansing 

During  the  period  under  review  approximately  12,050  tons  of 
refuse  were  collected  and  disposed  of  by  controlled  tipping,  whilst  358 
tons  of  salvage  were  collected  and  sold  for  £2,860.  These  figures 
showed  an  increase  over  the  previous  year,  but  this  is,  of  course,  to 
be  expected  in  a rapidly  developing  area.  The  delivery  of  a new 
Dennis  Paxit  Major  vehicle  in  October,  1955,  greatly  helped  in  the 
collection  of  the  additional  refuse. 

Conditions  at  the  Council's  refuse  tip  at  Pitsea  have  been  generally 
satisfactory,  the  Angledozer  delivered  in  June,  1955,  resulted  in  a 
general  improvement  of  the  tip,  and  gave  a quick  coverage  to  putrescible 
matter,  thus  eliminating  to  a large  degree  the  fly  nuisance.  The  tip 
was  regularly  visited  by  the  Council's  Rodent  Operative  to  keep  down 
any  infestation  by  rats. 

House  to  house  refuse  collection  was  made  from  15,326  properties, 
representing  an  increase  of  15  per  cent,  over  the  previous  year. 

Over  100  communal  bins  have  now  been  provided  for  areas  where 
it  is  impracticable  to  make  a house  to  house  collection  and  these  bins 
are  normally  emptied  twice  weekly  or  where  necessary,  thrice  weekly. 


Atmospheric  Pollution 

No  complaints  of  serious  atmospheric  pollution  were  received. 
One  complaint  was  received  concerning  a nuisance  from  a domestic 
chimney  and  upon  representations  being  made  to  the  occupier  of  the 
house,  no  further  complaints  were  received.  As  was  to  be  expected 
in  an  area  partly  rural,  the  usual  complaints  were  received  concerning 
smoke  from  garden  bonfires,  but  as  the  Council  have  no  powers  to 
deal  with  these,  action  was  solely  advisory. 


Street  Cleansing 

The  mechanical  cleansing  of  highways  continued.  A total  of 
1,700  miles  of  roads  were  swept,  an  increase  of  536  miles  over  the 
previous  year.  Unfortunately  the  mechanical  sweeper  was  out  of 
commission  owing  to  mechanical  defects  for  a period  of  two  and  a 
half  months. 
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Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs  and  other  Insects 

During  inspections  of  dwellinghouses  for  defects,  the  premises 
are  also  examined  for  evidence  of  vermin  and  when  found  the  occupiers 
are  required  to  take  such  steps  as  may  be  necessary  for  eliminating 
such  pests.  The  Council  undertake  the  work  of  disinfestation  at  a 
nominal  charge  of  5s.  and  during  the  year  8 premises  were  treated, 
made  up  as  follows  : 


Several  complaints  were  received  of  infestation  of  premises  by 
woodworm,  chiefly  the  furniture  beetle,  and  to  assist  ratepayers  wood- 
worm fluid  is  supplied  at  a moderate  charge  and  instruction  leaflets 
issued  as  to  the  use  of  the  fluid  and  advice  given  for  the  elimination 
of  these  destructive  insects. 


Rats  and  Mice 

It  is  pleasing  to  record  that  during  the  year  the  Council  appointed 
a full  time  Rodent  Operative  and  purchased  an  Austin  7 van.  Opera- 
tional costs  are  borne  jointly  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture,  Fisheries 
and  Food  and  this  Council.  The  use  of  a full  timejOperative  has  been 
fully  justified  and  complaints  were  dealt  with  more  promptly  than 
hitherto,  and  it  has  been  possible  for  more  surveys  to  be  made.  The 
Council’s  refuse  tip  was  periodically  treated  and  all  the  trunk  sewers 
test  baited  and  where  found  to  be  infested,  were  treated.  Private 
dwelhngs  are  treated  free  of  charge  and  business  premises  are  dealt 
with  on  a rechargeable  basis.  Test  baiting  of  the  sewers  was  carried 
out  with  the  co-operation  of  a representative  of  the  Ministry  of  Agri- 
culture, Fisheries  and  Food  whose  advice  was  freely  sought  and  given. 

The  number  of  applications  received  during  the  year  was  183 
and  the  number  of  visits  paid  882  including  the  visits  made  on  general 
surveys. 

Shops  Act,  1950 

Complaints  were  received  of  infringements  of  the  provisions  of 
the  Shops  Act ; most  complaints  concerned  Sunday  trading.  In  each 
case  the  premises  were  visited  and  shopkeepers  were  warned.  In  all, 
approximately  14  shopkeepers  were  warned  against  illegal  Sunday 
trading.  Advice  was  given  and  leaflets  setting  out  the  general  provisions 
of  the  Act  were  left  with  the  offenders. 

-Factories 

The  number  of  factories  in  the  district  increased  during  the  year 
mainly  due  to  the  continued  development  of  the  Industrial  site  at 
Basildon.  Under  Section  34  of  the  Factories  Act,  1937,  it  is  the  Council’s 
function  to  issue  Certificates  of  Means  of  £scape,from  Fire  for  factories 


Council  houses  . . 

Basildon  Corporation  houses 
Private  houses  . . 


3 

2 

3 
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in  which  20  or  more  persons  are  employed.  The  majority  of  the 
factories  erected  during  1955  came  within  the  provisions  of  Section  34, 
consequently  a considerable  amount  of  the  Inspectors’  time  was  spent 
in  consultations  with  members  of  the  Fire  Prevention  Department  of 
the  Essex  County  Fire  Brigade,  Architects,  Basildon  Development 
Corporation  and  H.M.  Inspector  of  Factories,  in  the  design  of  factories 
as  to  fire  exits.  All  concerned  in  legislation  governing  factories  are 
very  co-operative  and  the  Council’s  thanks  are  due  to  the  Essex  Fire 
Brigade  for  their  valuable  advice  and  assistance.  During  the  year  6 
certificates  were  issued. 

Defects  found  in  factories  were  as  under  : 

Insanitary  or  defective  conveniences  . . 5 

All  the  defects  were  remedied. 

During  the  year  165  visits  were  paid  to  factories. 

Outworkers 

The  returns  submitted  by  industrialists  during  August  showed 
that  the  number  of  outworkers  employed  to  be  as  under  : 


Wearing  apparel  manufacture  . . 50 

Cardboard  boxes  manufacture  . . 3 

Stuffed  toys  manufacture  . . 1 

Christmas  crackers  manufacture  . . 188 
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Heating  Appliances  (Fireguards)  Act,  1952 

There  is  nothing  to  report  concerning  this  Act  as  all  appliances 
now  manufactured  are  constructed  in  accordance  with  the  Act. 

Pet  Animals  Act,  1951 

During  the  year  8 licences  were  issued  for  the  sale  of  animals 
being  mostly  puppies,  budgerigars  and  goldfish.  No  contraventions 
of  the  provisions  of  the  Act  were  noted. 

INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 

Visits  carried  out  by  Sanitary  Inspectors: 

Dwelling  houses  with  respect  to  : 


Defects  under  Public  Health  and  Housing  Acts  . . 

1,433 

Water  Supply 

411 

Rehousing  (living  conditions  of  applicants) 

1,032 

Housing  Management 

21 

Dustbins 

3 

Sewer  Connections 

494 

Infectious  Disease 

71 

Social  Welfare 

46 

Housing  Repairs  and  Rents  Act 

9 

11 


Premises  with  respect  to  : 

Vermin  . . . . . . . . . . . . 10 

Rats  and  Mice  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  ..  113 

Nuisances  under  Public  Health  Act  ..  ..  ..  1,090 

Manufacture  and  storage  of  ice  cream  . . . . . . 18 

Distribution  and  sale  of  milk  . . . . . . . . 78 

Massage  and  Special  Treatment  . . . . . . . . 2 

Hairdressing  . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 

Overcrowding  . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 

Housing  Survey  . . . . . . . . . . . . 704 

Factories  and  Workshops  . . . . . . . . . . 165 

Meat  and  other  food  shops  and  stalls  . . . . . . . . 903 

Shops  under  the  Shops  Act  . . . . . . . . . . 54 

Pet  Shops  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Hawkers  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 74 

Moveable  dwellings  . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 

Houseboats  . . . . . . . . . . 46 

Watercourses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 90 

Heating  Apphances  (Fireguards)  Act  . . . . . . . . 2 

Smoke  observation  . . . . . . . . . . . . 18 

Slaughterhouses  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 832 

Bacteriological  sampling  . . . . . . . . . . . . 149 

Food  Sampling  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 266 


8,184 


SECTION  D 

HOUSING 

Housing  Repairs  and  Demolitions 

As  a result  of  the  survey  made  of  the  Urban  District  the  Council 
adopted  a Slum  Clearance  Programme  designed  to  cover  a five  year 
period.  The  provisional  estimate  of  unfit  houses  was  148  ; this  number 
will  undoubtedly  fluctuate  as  more  detailed  inspections  are  made. 
Many  of  the  smaller  properties  of  the  shack  type  have  been  demolished 
by  the  Basildon  Development  Corporation,  and  this  has  been  of  assis- 
tance to  the  Council,  as  in  many  cases  the  properties,  being  very  small 
and  constructed  of  short-lived  materials,  were  not  really  suitable  for 
permanent  occupation. 

The  time  lag  in  effecting  repairs  gave  rise  to  many  complaints 
from  occupants  ; this  is  due  chiefly  to  building  operations  and  the 
reluctance  of  builders  to  carry  out  comparatively  minor  repairs. 

Action  taken  during  the  year  concerning  housing  was  as  follows  : 


Houses  made  fit  : 

By  informal  action  . . . . 80 

By  formal  action  . . . . 11 

Demolition  Orders  made  . . . . 16 

Houses  demolished  . . . . 8 

Closing  Orders  made  . . . . 4 

Houses  closed  as  a result  of  Under- 
takings . . . . . . 4 

Number  of  Undertakings  accepted 

by  the  Council  . . . . 11 
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The  district  continued  to  develop  rapidly  ; the  number  of  houses 
completed  during  the  year  being  as  under  : 

Basildon  Development  Corporation  1 ,265 
Private  Development  . . . . 695 

Basildon  Urban  District  Council  . . 227  (including  3 shops) 


Total  . . . . 2,187 


This  is  a considerable  increase  over  the  previous  year. 

Rehousing 

The  number  of  applicants  on  the  Council’s  housing  list  diminished 
during  the  year  and  at  the  end  of  1955  totalled  1,051  made  up  as  follows  : 

Applicants  not  qualified  (had  not  lived  in  the  Urban 
District  for  three  years  or  whose  applications  had 
not  been  registered  six  months)  . . . . . . 224 

Cases  considered  as  non-priority  by  Housing  Manage- 
ment Sub-Committee  . . . . . . . . 269 

Priority  cases  . . . . . . . . . . . . 558 


1,051 


This  is  a decrease  of  369  over  the  previous  year. 

During  1955  the  Housing  Management  Committee  decided  to 
review  every  case  on  their  housing  hst  every  three  months  and  requested 
the  Health  Department  to  assist  by  reporting  on  the  apphcants’  living 
conditions.  This  work  was  carried  out,  and  as  a result  1,032  visits 
were  paid  to  applicants’  houses  and  reports  submitted  to  the  appropriate 
Committee. 

Moveable  Dwellings 

There  is  very  little  to  report  on  this  subject  and  only  in  nine 
cases  was  it  found  necessary  to  visit  moveable  dwellings  to  ensure  the 
observance  of  the  Council’s  Bye-laws.  There  is  only  one  recognised 
caravan  site  in  the  district ; this  site  is  well  equipped  with  water  supply, 
sewerage,  baths  and  electric  light  and  is  kept  in  a very  tidy  condition. 

All  applications  for  permission  to  place  moveable  dwellings  on 
land  are  first  dealt  with  by  the  Council’s  Planning  Committee.  The 
Council  are  not  generally  favourably  disposed  to  granting  permission 
for  the  siting  of  caravans  and  in  most  cases  where  permission  has  been 
given,  it  has  been  where  new  dwellings  are  being  erected  and  the  pros- 
pective owners  desire  to  live  on  the  site  during  building  operations. 

SECTION  E 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 
Milk  and  Dairies 

Registrations  in  force  at  the  end  of  the  year  were  as  follows  : 

Dairies  . . . . . . 10 

Distributors  . . . . . . 127 
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Licences  Granted 


Sterilised 
Pasteurised 
Tuberculin  Tested 


115 

45 

35 


Supplementary  Licences 
Sterilised 
Pasteurised 
Tuberculin  Tested 


4 

3 

3 


There  is  a milk  heat  treatment  establishment  within  the  Urban 
District  and  samples  were  regularly  taken  from  the  dairy  for  bacterio- 
logical examination,  the  results  of  the  tests  being  forwarded  to  the 
Ministry  each  month.  During  the  year  samples  of  milk  for  bacterio- 
logical examination  were  taken  as  follows  : 

Sterilised  . . . . . . . . . . . . 8 

Pasteurised  . . . . . . . . . . . . 54 

Homogenised  pasteurised  . . . . . . . . 17 

Tubercuhn  Tested  Pasteurised  . . . . . . 44 

Pasteurised  (Channel  Isles)  . . . . . . . . 3 

Tuberculin  Tested  Pasteurised  (Channel  Isles)  . . 4 

Tuberculin  Tested  Farm  Bottled  (Channel  Isles)  . . 13 

Tubercuhn  Tested  (Raw)  (Channel  Isles)  . . . . 2 

Tuberculin  Tested  Farm  Bottles  (Raw)  . . . . 5 


Of  the  samples  taken  only  three  failed  to  pass  the  Methylene  Blue  test. 

In  addition  to  the  samples  of  milk  taken  at  the  Heat  Treatment 
Establishment,  48  empty  milk  bottles  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination  direct  from  the  washing  machine.  The  bottles  were 
taken  in  batches  of  6 bottles  to  each  batch  and  all  were  satisfactory 
with  the  exception  of  one  batch  of  6 where  the  plate  count  was  above 
the  accepted  satisfactory  colony  count  of  600.  Investigations  into 
these  unsatisfactory  results  revealed  a lapse  on  the  part  of  the  person 
operating  the  washing  machine,  also  a mechanical  defect  in  the  machine. 
Further  samples  were  taken  and  the  results  proved  satisfactory. 

Two  further  bottles  were  examined  but  no  pathogenic  organisms 
were  found.  During  the  year  a new  additional  bottle  washing  machine 
was  installed  at  the  Establishment. 

The  Health  Department  was  asked  to  investigate  the  cause  of  a 
bitter  taint  in  a batch  of  homogenised  milk  treated  locally.  Samples 
were  submitted  to  the  Public  Health  Laboratories  and  the  conclusion 
was  reached  that  the  trouble  was  due  to  bacterial  contamination  of 
the  first  run  through.  Complete  dismantling  and  thorough  cleansing 
of  the  plant  resulted  in  better  samples. 

Complaints  were  received  of  the  quick  souring  of  milk  supplied  to 
the  schools  by  local  distributors.  Investigations  were  carried  out  at 
the  pasteurising  establishment  and  it  was  found  that  due  to  an  oversight 
the  pumps  to  the  washing  machine  had  not  been  switched  on,  conse- 
quently a batch  of  the  bottles  had  passed  through  the  machine  without 


150 
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being  properly  rinsed  and  cooled.  It  was  also  noted  that  on  the  day 
in  question  the  recording  graph  showed  the  run  to  be  irregular.  An 
Engineer  from  the  hrm  who  supplied  the  equipment  was  called  in  and 
the  defects  were  remedied. 

Ice  Cream 

Registrations  granted  during  the  year  totalled  9,  the  ice  cream 
being  obtained  from  large  manufacturers,  the  product  being  prepacked. 
There  was  at  the  end  of  the  year  only  one  manufacturer  of  ice  cream  in 
the  area,  the  ice  cream  being  manufactured  from  a cold  mix.  Upon 
the  receipt  of  applications  the  premises  were  visited  to  ensure  compliance 
with  the  relevant  Sections  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938. 

During  the  year  eleven  samples  of  ice  cream  were  taken  for  bacterio- 
logical examination  ; the  results  were  as  under  : 

4 samples  : Provisional  Grade  1 
7 samples  : Provisional  Grade  3 

Food  Shops  and  Stalls 

The  number  of  visits  to  meat  and  food  shops  and  stalls  was  below 
that  of  the  previous  year  ; th^  reason  being  that  in  1954  an  Inspector 
was  detailed  to  make  a survey  of  all  food  shops  in  the  area  and  much 
was  done  in  that  year  to  improve  the  condition  of  the  shops.  During 
the  year  903  visits  were  paid  to  such  food  premises  ; this  number  was 
exclusive  of  visits  paid  to  slaughterhouses. 

Defects  found  in  food  shops  and  stalls  were  as  under  : 


Lack  of  cleanliness  . . . . . . . . 2 

Unsatisfactory  supply  of  hot  water  . . . . 4 

Want  of  decoration  . . . . . . . . 11 

Insufficient  washing  facilities  . . . . . . 4 

Premises  in  disrepair  . . . . . . . . 8 

Insufficient  protection  of  food  . . . . 1 

Insufficient  cold  water  supply  . . . . 1 

Insufficient  ventilation  . . . . . . . . 1 

Defective  refuse  bins  . . . . . . . . 1 

Insufficient  lighting  . . . . . . . . 1 

Insufficient  drainage  . . . . . . . . 2 

Lack  of  soap  and  towels  . . . . . . 1 


Total  . . . . 37 


In  practically  all  cases  the  work  required  to  be  carried  out  was 
done,  but  a few  were  outstanding  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  coming 
into  operation  of  the  new  Food  Hygiene  Regulations  should  do  much 
to  improve  the  standard  of  food  premises. 

Complaints  received  during  the  year  of  unsound  food  and  action 
taken  is  summarised  below. 

1 . Match  found  in  margarine.  This  product  was  manufactured 
in  Holland  and  the  Importers  took  the  matter  up  with  the 
Manufacturers. 
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2.  Screw  found  in  a custard  tart.  Investigations  showed  that 
the  screw  was  from  one  of  the  trays  in  which  the  tarts  were 
transported  from  the  bakery  to  the  shop. 

3.  Dirty  bacon.  This  was  supplied  by  a well  known  bacon 
Company  and  upon  representations  being  made,  an  assurance 
was  given  that  in  future  all  green  bacon  would  be  wrapped 
during  transport. 

4.  Wrapping  of  hsh  and  chips.  A complaint  was  received  of 
the  wrapping  of  this  food  in  newspaper.  Upon  interviewing 
the  vendor  he  agreed  to  use  larger  sized  greaseproof  paper  to 
completely  cover  the  food. 

5.  Meat  pies.  Complaint  received  that  the  pies  were  mouldy. 
Investigation  showed  that  the  pies  had  not  been  kept  in  a 
refrigerator  as  per  manufacturers  instructions.  The  vendor 
promised  to  comply  with  the  instructions. 

6.  Bread  containing  glass.  The  bread  was  manufactured  outside  the 
district  and  upon  contacting  the  Chief  Public  Health  Inspector 
of  the  area  concerned,  it  was  learned  that  the  roof  of  the 
bakehouse  contained  glass  lights  which  had  been  maliciously 
broken  and  complaints  had  been  made  to  the  local  police. 
A splinter  of  the  glass  had  entered  the  mix  unnoticed. 

7.  Bread  rolls.  The  rolls  when  cut  were  found  to  contain  a 
greyish  substance.  Investigations  showed  that  the  auto- 
matic machine  cutting  the  dough  had  been  misadjusted 
causing  the  cutting  knives  to  come  too  far  down  on  the  plate, 
thus  scraping  off  some  of  the  metal. 

8.  Fly  in  bread.  The  bread  was  baked  in  the  Urban  District 
and  upon  visiting  the  bakehouse  it  was  noted  that  fly  in- 
festation was  existing.  The  Baker  was  requested  to  fit  fly 
proof  screens  to  doors  and  windows.  This  was  done. 

9.  Tainted  meat.  Complaint  received  from  a school  that  the 
meat  supplied  was  tainted.  As  the  meat  had  been  cooked 
the  taint  was  difficult  to  detect.  A sample  was  submitted 
to  the  Analyst  who  reported  “ No  pathogenic  organisms 
isolated.” 

9.  Food  Stalls.  There  are  two  private  markets  in  the  Urban 
District  at  Wickford  and  Pitsea,  each  market  having  quite 
a few  food  stalls.  Frequent  visits  were  paid  to  the  stalls  to 
ensure  compliance  with  the  Food  Bye  Laws. 

10.  Hawkers.  Under  the  provisions  of  the  Essex  County  Council 
Act,  1952,  it  is  necessary  for  all  food  hawkers  operating  in 
the  district  to  be  registered.  During  the  year  nine  applications 
were  received  and  seven  registrations  granted.  In  the  case 
of  the  two  not  granted  it  was  found  on  inspection  as  one  was 
really  a shop  there  was  no  need  for  registration.  In  the  other 
case  registration  was  granted  subject  to  a suitable  storage 
shed  being  erected.  Planning  permission  was  not  granted 
for  the  erection  of  the  shed  so  the  registration  was  not  effected, 
(joods  sold  by  persons  registered  as  hawkers  were  chiefly 
fruit,  greengrocery  and  groceries. 


16 


Food  condemned  as  unfit  lor  human  consumption  was  as  follows  : 


Cwts. 

Qrs. 

Lbs. 

Ozs. 

Meat 

9 

1 

17 

— 

Ham 

2 

— 

— 

Offal 

22 

Fish 

3 

2 

14 

— 

Sausages 

2 

13 

— 

Meat,  tinned 

2 

— 

17 

Ham,  tinned 

1 

1 

10 

Fish,  tinned 

20 

13J 

Fish  Paste 

Fruit 

3 

10 

Fruit,  tinned 

2 

2 

— 

1 and  12  fluid  ozs. 

Vegetables 

3 

3 

12 

12  and  4J  fluid  ozs. 

Vegetables,  tinned 

2 

2 

2 

U 

Milk,  tinned 

5 

— and  59|  pints. 

Cream 

3 

8 

— 

Soup 

1 

— 

13 

Jam 

16 

— 

Marmalade 

3 

— 

Cheese 

4 

— 

Butter 

1 

— 

Peanut  Butter  . . 

1 

8 

Sauce 

Sandwich  Spread 

9 

'Fruit  Juices 

3 

m 

Egg  Custard 

9 

Rice,  tinned 

3 

14 

Spaghetti 

8 

Cake  Flour 

2 

— 

Cream  Powder  . . 

1 

— 

Molasses  . . 

1 

8 

Coffee 

4^  fluid  ozs. 

Steak  Pudding  . . 

8 

Meat  Inspection 

Licences  granted  for  the  use  of  Slaughterhouses 

totalled  6. 

During  the  year  2 licences  were  granted  for  the 

use  of  premises 

as  knackers  yards. 

The  number  of  animals  killed  and  inspected  at  the  -Slaughterhouse 

was  as  under  : 

Cattle  (excluding  cows) . . 

224 

Cows 

26 

Calves 

21 

Sheep  and  Lambs 

143 

Pigs  

7,384 

7,798 

Meat  condemned  ; 

tons  cwts. 

qrs. 

lbs. 

For  tuberculosis  . . 1 2 

1 

11 

Other  causes  . . . . 1 12 

3 

12 

2 15 

— 

23 
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CARCASES  AND  OFFAL  INSPECTED  AND  CONDEMNED 
IN  WHOLE  OR  IN  PART 


Cattle 

Excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Horses 

Number  killed  (if 
known) 

224 

26 

21 

143 

7,384 

— 

Number  inspected 

224 

26 

21 

143 

7,384 

— 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis  and 
Cysticerci 

Whole  carcases  conr 
demned 

1 

— 

1 

1 

12 

— 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

53 

18 

— 

4 

359 

— 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  disease 
other  than  tuber- 
culosis and  cysticerci 

24.1% 

69.2% 

4.7% 

3.5% 

5.0% 

Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  carcases  con- 
demned 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

19 

6 

— 

— 

83 

— 

Percentage  of  the 
number  inspected 
affected  with  tuber- 
culosis 

8.4% 

23.0% 

— 

— 

1.1% 

Cysticercosis 
Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or  organ 
was  condemned 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Carcases  submitted 
to  treatment  by  re- 
frigeration 

1 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Generalised  and 

totally  condemned 



— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Registration  of  Premises  for  the  Cooking  and  Preparation  of  Food 

During  the  year  2 premises  were  registered  for  the  cooking  of  hams 
and  manufacture  of  sausages. 

Fatstock  Guarantee  Scheme 

The  Council  continued  to  assist  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture, 
Fisheries  and  Food  in  the  certification  of  the  dead  weight  of  pigs  killed 
in  two  slaughterhouses  which  had  been  approved  as  certifying  centres. 
The  number  of  pigs  for  which  certificates  were  granted  totalled  857. 

Most  of  the  animals  from  certifying  centres  are  sent  outside  the 
district,  many  to  London  markets.  In  general,  the  animals  slaughtered 
were  in  reasonably  good  condition,  the  total  carcases  condemned 
being  a very  small  percentage  of  the  animals  killed  and  inspected. 


Food  and  Drugs 

The  year  1955  was  the  first  full  year  as  a Food  and  Drugs  Authority. 
Samples  taken  during  the  year  are  given  below. 


Articles  sampled 

No. 

examined 

No.  found  No.  found  to  be 
to  be  adulterated  or 

genuine  under  standard 

Almond  macaroons 

1 

1 

— 

Angehca  . . 

1 

1 

— 

Almonds,  ground 

1 

1 

— 

Apple  vinegar 

1 

1 

— 

Brandy  balls 

1 

1 

— 

Butter 

1 

1 

— 

Blanc  mange  powder 

1 

1 

— 

Barley  sugar 

1 

1 

— 

Beef,  tomato  meat  paste 

1 

1 

— 

Burma  sauce 

1 

1 

— 

Bubble  gum 

1 

1 

— 

Cheese  spread  with  ham 

3 

3 

— 

Cherry  ginger  concentrate 

3 

1 

2 

Chicken,  minced 

1 

1 

— 

Coffee  and  chicory  essence 

1 

1 

— 

Cream,  double  . . 

1 

1 

— 

Cake  flour  mixture 

1 

1 

— 

Chicklettos 

1 

1 

— 

Chocolate  drops  . . 

1 

1 

— 

Condiment,  non-brewed 

1 

1 

— 

Cream 

3 

3 

— 

Cra-Ma  (synthetic  cream) 

1 

1 

— 

Custard  powder  . . 

1 

1 

— 

Confectionery 

2 

2 

— 

Cake  decorations 

1 

1 

— 

Dripping,  beef  . . 

1 

1 

— 

Essences  and  flavourings 

7 

7 

— 

Fish  cakes 

1 

1 

— 

Fish  paste 

1 

1 

— 

Frie  gras  paste  . . 

1 

1 

— 

Fruit  malt  syrup 

1 

1 

— 

Fruit  mincemeat 

1 

1 

— 

Fillets  of  anchovies 

1 

1 

— 
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Articles  sampled  No. 

examined 

Fillets  of  chinchaxd  in  oil  1 

Fruit  pectin  . . . . . . 1 

Glace  cherries  . . . . . . 1 

Gravy  powder  . . . . . . 1 

Ginger,  ground  . . . . . . 1 

Honeycomb  crunch  bar  . . 1 

Herrings  . . . . . . . . 1 

Ice  cream  . . . . . . 11 

Jam,  apple  and  strawberry  . . 1 

Jellies  . . . . . . . . 1 

Lemonade  crystals  . . . . 1 

Lime  flavoured  compound  . . 1 

Lemon  curd  . . . . . . 1 

Lemon  juice  . . . . . . 1 

Lemon  juice  substitute  . . 1 

Margarine  . . . . . . 3 

Marmalade  . . . . . . 1 

Marzipan  . . . . 2 

Milk  . . . . . . 34 

Milk,  Channel  Island  . . . . 3 

Milk  drinks  . . . . . . 2 

Milky  bar  . . . . . . 1 

Mincemeat  . . . . . . 2 

Macaroni  in  tomato  sauce  . . 1 

Materials  for  making  home 

brewed  brown  ale  . . . . 1 

Milkcream  complete  (ice  cream 

mix)  . . . . . . 1 

Mint  sauce  . . . . . . 1 

Milk  brazil  nut  bar  . . . . 1 

Mustard  sauce  . . . . . . 1 

Noodle  soup  mix  . . . . 1 

Orange  squash  . . . . . . 1 

OHve  oil  . . . . . . . . 1 

Orange  crush,  vitamin  . . 1 

Orange  drink  . . . . . . 2 

Orange  sherbets  . . . . . . 1 

Pearl  barley  . . . . . . 1 

Pepper  . . . . . . . . 1 

Peanuts,  salted  roasted  . . 1 

Peel,  mixed  . . . . . . 2 

Pudding,  Xmas  . . . . . . 1 

Ratafia  flavouring  essence  . . 1 

Rice,  flaked  . . . . . . 2 

Rice,  creamed  . . . . . . 1 

Raisins  . . . . . . . . 1 

Rolls  . . . . . . . . 1 

Soup,  cream  of  chicken  . . 1 

Soup,  meat  . . . . . . 2 

Soup,  cream  of  asparagus  . . 1 

Sugar  icing  . . . . . . 1 

Salmon  spread  . . . . . . 1 


No.  found  No.  found  to  be 
to  be  adulterated  or 
genuine  under  standard 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 

11  — 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 

— 1 

3 — 

1 — 

1 1 

34  — 

3 — 

2 — 

1 — 

2 — 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 

2 — 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 

2 — 

1 — 

1 — 

2 — 

1 — 

1 — 

— 1 

1 — 

2 — 

1 — 

1 — 

1 — 
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Articles  sampled  No. 

examined 


Soup,  desiccated  . . . . 1 

Steak,  stewed  . . . . . . 1 

Tomato  ketchup . . . . . . 2 

Tomato  puree  . . . . . . 1 

Tapioca  . . . . . . . . 1 

Tea  1 

Vinegar,  malt  . . . . . . 3 

Vitacup  (chocolate  flavoured 

beverage)  . . . . . . 1 

Yoghourt,  strawberry  . ; . . 1 

Aspirin  tablets  . . . . . . 2 

Bicarbonate  of  soda  . . . . 1 

Bronchial  catarrh  and  chest 

mixture  . . . . . . 1 

Brooklax  (chocolate  laxative)  . . 1 

Castor  oil  . . . . . . 1 

Cough  mixture  . . . . . . 1 

Fynnon  salt  . . . . . . 1 

Gees  linctus  . . . . . . 1 

Glycerine,  lemon  and  honey 

balsam  . . . . ...  2 

Green  ginger  wine  . . . . 1 

Glauber  salts  . . . . . . 1 

Hahbut  liver  oil  capsules  . . 1 

Hydrogen  peroxide  . . . . 1 

Kruschen  salt  . . . . . . 1 

Laxative  syrup  . . . . . . 1 

Liquid  paraffin  . . . . . . 1 

Linctus  . . . . . . . . 1 

Olive  oil  . . . . . . . . 1 

Super  tonic  . . . . . . 1 

Sulphur  ointment  . . . . 1 

Sulphur  lime  juice  tablets  . . 1 

S3n:up  of  figs  . . . . . . 1 

Throat  lozenges  . . . . . . 1 

Wines,  various  . . . . . . 3 

Sherry  . . . . . . . . 2 

Beer  . . . . . . . . 3 

Gin  . . . . . . . . 1 

Rum  . . . . . . . . 1 

Whisky  . . . . . . . . 2 

Vitamin  Yeast  tablets  . . . . 1 

Vitamin  pills  . . . . . . 1 

Vykmins  . . . . . . . . 1 

Zinc  ointment  . . . . 1 

Zinc  and  castor  oil  ointment  . . 1 


No.  found 
to  be 
genuine 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

3 

2 

3 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


No.  found  to  be 
adulterated  or 
under  standard 


204 


198 


6 
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Non-genuine  Samples 

Six  samples  were  found  to  be  not  genuine,  the  particulars  of  which 
are  as  follows  ; 

Cherry  Ginger  Concentrate.  Two  samples  of  this  fruit  drink  were 
found  to  contain  a preservative  methyl  para  hydroxy  benzoate  ; a 
preservative  not  permitted  under  the  Food  Preservative  Regulations. 
It  is  a substance  allied  to  Benzoic  Acid,  a permitted  preservative,  and 
upon  representation  being  made  to  the  manufacturers,  the  stock  was 
recalled,  the  labels  changed  and  the  correct  preservative  used. 

Marzipan  Off  Cuts.  This  confectionery,  when  analysed,  was 
found  to  consist  of  a mixture  of  cane  sugar  glucose  syrup,  desiccated 
coconut,  gelatine,  flavouring  and  colouring.  The  proportion  of  desic- 
cated coconut  amounted  to  7.5%.  The  Analyst  was  of  the  opinion 
that  a sugar  confectionery  sold  under  the  description  of  marzipan 
should  be  prepared  from  ground  almonds  and  not  from  desiccated 
coconut.  As  the  sample  taken  was  informal,  no  legal  proceedings 
were  taken,  but  the  seller  was  warned  and  the  goods  were  withdrawn 
from  sale. 

Glauber  Salts.  Analysis  of  this  drug  showed  that  it  contained 
99.1%  of  dry  or  exsiccated  sodium  sulphate.  The  correct  proportion 
of  the  crystals  should  have  been  44%  of  dry  or  exsiccated  sodium 
sulphate  and  56%  of  water  of  crystallisation.  The  sample  consisted 
of  Glauber  Salt  from  which  the  water  of  crystallisation  had  been  ex- 
pelled or  had  escaped  by  evaporation.  The  salt  was  not  Glauber 
Salt  as  commonly  and  properly  understood.  Representations  were 
made  to  the  seller  which  resulted  in  the  whole  stock  of  Glauber  Salts 
being  withdrawn  from  sale. 

Lemon  Juice  Substitute.  This  sample  (informal)  was  found  on 
analysis  to  contain  6.1%  phosphoric  Acid,  8%  citric  acid  and  was 
coloured  with  a yellow  dye.  The  analyst  was  of  the  opinion  that  the 
substance  was  misdescribed  and  was  not  in  accordance  with  the  re- 
quirements of  the  Labelling  of  Food  Order.  As  the  sample  taken  was 
informal,  the  vendor  was  informed  of  the  infringement  of  the  Order 
and  the  goods  were  withdrawn  from  sale. 

Bread  Rolls.  The  report  on  the  analysis  of  these  rolls  appears 
elsewhere  in  this  report. 


SECTION  F 

Prevalence  and  Control  over  Infectious  Disease 

There  was  no  unusual  feature  in  the  behaviour  of  infectious  disease 
in  the  district. 

There  were  21  known  cases  of  food  poisoning.  Three  of  these 
were  probably  caused  by  a toxin  consumed  in  a pork  pie  which  had 
been  stored  too  long  under  unsuitable  conditions.  Another  victim, 
a woman,  was  affected  by  a typhi  murium  infection  ; the  origin  of  this 
was  not  found. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  1955 


Causes 

Male 

Female 

Total 

All  causes 

..  295 

320 

615 

1. 

Tuberculosis  of  respiratory  system  . . 

4 

3 

7 

2. 

Other  forms  of  tuberculosis 

1 

1 

2 

3. 

Syphilitic  disease 

1 

— 

1 

4. 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

— 

5. 

Whooping  cough 

— 

— 

— 

6. 

Meningococcal  infections 

— 

— 

— 

7. 

Acute  Poliomyelitis 

1 

— 

1 

8. 

Measles  . . 

— 

— 

— 

9. 

Other  infective  and  parasitic  diseases 

. . 

— 

— 

10. 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  stomach 

6 

10 

16 

11. 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  lung  and  bronchus  . . 16 

1 

17 

12. 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  breast 

— 

9 

9 

13. 

Malignant  neoplasm  of  uterus 

— 

. 5 

5 

14. 

Other  malignant  and  lymphatic  neoplasms  . . 19 

25 

44 

15. 

Leukaemia  and  aleukaemia 

3 

3 

6 

16. 

Diabetes 

1 

3 

4 

17. 

Vascular  lesions  of  nerv^ous  system  . . 

. . 31 

44 

75 

18. 

Coronary  disease,  angina 

. . 47 

33 

80 

19. 

Hypertension  with  heart  disease 

7 

9 

16 

20. 

Other  heart  disease 

. . 21 

47 

68 

21. 

Other  circulatory  disease 

. . 18 

26 

44 

22. 

Influenza 

. — 

9 

W 

2 

23. 

Pneumonia 

. . 23 

26 

49 

24. 

Bronchitis 

. . 28 

11 

39 

25. 

Other  disease  of  respiratory  system  . . 

4 

2 

6 

26. 

Ulcer  of  stomach  and  duodenum 

2 

3 

5 

27. 

Gastritis,  enteritis  and  diarrhoea 

— 

1 

1 

28. 

Nephritis  and  nephrosis 

2 

6 

8 

29. 

Hyperplasia  of  prostate 

7 

— 

7 

30. 

Pregnancy,  childbirth  and  abortion  . . 

— 

— 

— 

31. 

Congenital  malformations 

3 

1 

4 

32. 

Other  defined  and  ill-defined  diseases 

. . 33 

35 

68 

33. 

Motor  vehicle  accidents 

5 

4 

9 

34. 

All  other  accidents 

8 

6 

14 

35. 

Suicide  . . 

4 

4 

8 

36. 

Homicide  and  operations  of  war 

— 

— 

— 

DEATHS  AT  VARIOUS  AGES  DURING  1955 


Age  Group 

Male 

Female  Total 

Under  1 

. . 19 

7 

26 

1—2 

1 

3 

4 

3—5 

— 

1 

1 

6—15 

. . 

1 

1 

16—24 

2 

2 

4 

25—34 

6 

6 

12 

35—44 

6 

6 

12 

45—54 

. . 29 

19 

48 

55—64 

. . 42 

36 

78 

65—74 

. . 85 

63 

148 

75—84 

. . 83 

133 

216 

85  and  over 

. . 22 

43 

65 

Total  . . 

..  295 

320 

615 
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COMPARATIVES  TABLE  OF  BIRTHS  AND  DEATHS 
DURING  THE  YEAR  1955 


England  and  Wales  . . 

Rates  per  1,000 
Home  Population 
Live  Births  Deaths 

A ll  causes 

15.0  11.7 

Deaths  under 
one  year  per 
1,000 

Live  Births 

24.9* 

Great  Towns  . . 

14.9 

11.6 

25.1 

160  Smaller  Towns  (Resident  popula- 
tion 25,000-50,000  at  1951  Census) 

14.9 

11.3 

26.6 

London  Administrative  County 

15.1 

11.5 

23.2 

Basildon  . . Crude  Rate 

19.29 

11.3 

24.8 

Adjusted  Rate 

20.4 

— 

— 

* per  1,000  related  live  births 


Age  Group 

Under  1 
1—2 
3—4 
5—14 
15—24 
25—34 
35—44 
45—54 
55—64 
65  and  ovei 


TUBERCULOSIS 

Notification  of  New  Cases 


Pulmonary 
M F 

Non-  Pulmon  ary 
M F 

Total 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2 

3 

2 

— 

1 

6 

5 

3 

— 

1 

9 

3 

— 

— 

1 

4 

1 

1 

1 

— 

3 

1 

1 

— 

— 

2 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

Total 


14  7 


21 


9 


6 


29 


8 


Other  additional  cases  of  Tuberculosis 


Reason  for  addition  to  Register 

Cases  coming  to  live  in  this 
district 

Cases  in  which  disease  was 
discovered  after  death 


Pulmonary 

Non-Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F Total 

19 

23 

— 

3 45 

2 

1 

1 

— 4 

21  24  1 3 

49 

45  4 


Total 


w.  H.  houldbrshaw,  ltd. 

•OUTHBNO-ON-BBA. 


